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From the teacher’s desk…. 
    Something new is happening at Canyon Rim Academy this week.  For the first 
time since the Common Core was instated, most of the upper grade classes  
will be participating in an interim SAGE assessment.  Using computers, students 
will be given about 30 questions in both Math and English Language Arts on different days for 
each subject.  This is an effective and efficient way for teachers to receive feedback about how 
students are progressing and just where students may need some extra support.  We will receive 
immediate results; as soon as students click “finish” his/her results will appear.  Students will be 
tested on ALL of the 5th grade subject matter in math, so clearly there are many topics we have 
yet to cover.  I will make this very clear with students so they don’t stress over those types of 
items.  My goal is to determine how they have progressed up to this point.  Results of this 
testing is neither added to students’ grades nor is it reported to the Utah State Office of 
Education.  The results are used strictly to inform my instruction as their teacher. 
    This interim test is only one way that I collect data on your child.  The job of a teacher is to be 
faithful to authentic students learning.  Currently, our profession (and the public) is fixated on 
results from one test, from one day, given near the end of the school year.  And, yes, that is data 
that can be useful, however, we teachers spend the entire year collecting all sorts of immediate 
and valuable information about students that informs and influences how we teach, as well as 
where and what we review, re-adjust, and re-teach.    

Language Arts 
     Speaking of assessment, students had their 
Middle of the Year DIBELS (The Dynamic 
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) reading 
assessment this week.   DIBELS is comprised of 
seven measures to function as indicators of 
phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, 
accuracy and fluency with connected text, 
reading comprehension, and vocabulary.  
DIBELS were designed for us in identifying 
children experiencing difficulty in acquisition of 
basic early literacy skills in order to provide 
support early and prevent the occurrence of 
later reading difficulties.  We’ll look over your 
child’s result at conferences next month!  
      

Math 
    I need to tell you how incredibly proud I am of 
your children!!  We started using the standard 
algorithm for adding and subtracting fractions 
with unlike denominators this week --- what can 
be a very tricky skill.  They did AMAZING!  I think 
the Quick Check scores on one day were almost 
all 3s – that meant that almost every student 
in the class demonstrated that they are 
proficient.  I believe these results are due to 
several factors:  hard work by your children, use 
of hands-on manipulatives  
before moving to the more  
abstract algorithm, and  
hopefully a little bit of my  
teaching.  So, a big H00RAY!   
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 
bio – life, living matter 
geo – earth, soil, global 

terr – land, earth 
biology 
terrain 
territory 
biologist 
terrace 
geode 
biography 
geology 
antibiotic 
terrine 
Challenge Words: 
autobiography 
terrestrial 
extraterrestrial 
Mediterranean 
subterranean 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 
                               matter                weight               liquid       
                                          gas          solid        mass   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Jan. 26       Sage Interim Test/ELA/9:50 
Jan. 28      Sage Interim Test/Math/8:45 
Jan. 28      Science Night/6-8 PM 
Jan. 29      Happy Birthday, Trevor!  
Feb. 5         Perspectives Submissions Due 
Feb. 11      Valentine Party 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
     I was hoping that students would be   
ready to take our matter test last week,   
but I don’t think students were quite there.  
We’ll wrap up the unit this week with our  
final assessment later in the week.  Students will get a  
vocabulary practice sheet in preparation for the test.  
Additionally, there’s still a bunch of cool experiments 
awaiting us in my big blue box!    
 
 
 
 
      
 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  

We’ll take a look at the U.S. Constitution this 
week, which wasn’t ratified until1788, more than 
a decade after the Declaration of Independence. 
The old plan, the Articles of Confederation, wasn’t 
working for the new nation.  Sometimes it takes a 
few tries to get it right.  In fact, I think we’re still 
trying to get it right!      


