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From the teacher’s desk…. 
      Parent Teacher conferences are just around the corner, scheduled for  
Wednesday and Thursday, February 17 and 18.  As always, I’m hopeful we  
will have 100% participation from our parents.  This conference will be a little  
different than the October conferences as we now have plenty of data from  
which to draw concerning your child’s academic, social, and emotional growth.  Several studies have 
found that, regardless of family income or background, students with involved parents are more 
likely to: 

♥ Earn higher grades and test scores, and enroll in higher-kevel programs 
♥ Be promoted, pass their classes, and earn credits 
♥ Attend school regularly 
♥ Have better social skills, show improved behavior, and adapt well to school 
♥ Graduate and go on to postsecondary education 

   Please visit the CRA website where you can schedule your conference online.  I look forward to 
meeting with you and your child! 
    This week we will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Thursday, February 11.  It will be the last day of the 
second trimester; hence students will have a free dress day.  Hopefully they’ll wear something 
Valentine-y!  Mrs. Russell has coordinated our Valentine Party.  If it’s anything like our Halloween 
Party, it will be nothing short of spectacular. 
    

Language Arts 
    One would have to search far and wide these 
days to find a single informational text written 
for a K-6 audience that does not contain one or 
more graphical elements.  Graphical elements – 
labeled diagrams, timelines, tables, and so forth – 
are increasingly ubiquitous.   Understanding 
these elements are essential to comprehending 
non-fiction text.  Students will practice this skill 
this week with a time line of 
Westward Expansion in the  
United States.   
  
      
 
   

Math 
     Students will continue learning about 
multiplying fractions and mixed numbers.  We 
will also be using area models to help 
understand fraction multiplication. 
    You can expect to see homework with real-
world problems that involve multiplication with 
fractions and mixed numbers. 
    One way you can reinforce your child’s 
learning at home is to use recipes to practice 
multiplication with fractions and mixed 
numbers.  For example, if one  
batch of a recipe called for 2 ¼  
cups of flour, how much flour would  
you need to make1 ½ batches? 
 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

struct - build 
rupt – break, burst 
fract/frag - break 

erupt 
construct 
destruct 
fraction 
fragment 
disrupt 
rupture 
instruct 
obstruct 
structure 
Challenge Words: 
instruction 
infrastructure 
destructible 
refract 
corruption 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 

deposition            erosion         uplift        arch 
                                          weathering       fault        butte   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Feb. 9                5th Grade Author Assembly/1:00 
Feb. 11            Early Dismissal 
Feb. 11            Valentine Party/Free Dress Day 
Feb. 12            No School/Teacher Prep Day 
Feb. 15           No School/Presidents’ Day 
Feb. 17-19  Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
     As a 5th grade team, we refer to our Earth’s Surface 
science unit as the food unit.  As usual, students learn 
best with hands-on, discovery learning.   
Food is a great medium for the study of  
landforms.  There’s a good chance that 
students will be learning with Pop Tarts,  
Snicker Bars, and other tasty treats!  
 
 
 
 
      
 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  

Miss Susan will take us forward in history this 
week with the study of Western Expansion.  This 
was an exciting time in U.S. History – cowboys, 
gold miners, the railroad.  Students will study the 
reasons for the expansion and how they 
expansion influenced where we are today.      


