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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     Thank you so very, VERY, much to all of our parents for taking time to 
visit for our Parent-Teacher Conferences last week. We had 100% attendance  
of all parents, with some making alternate plans due to their schedules.   
I treasure this opportunity to meet with you and discuss what is near and dear 
to all of our hearts, your children.  Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to 
review your child’s milestones and challenges.  It takes all of us to contribute to the success 
of your child in school and in the world. 
    Last Friday, we lost a literary hero.  Harper Lee, author of the infamous “To Kill a 
Mockingbird”, passed away.  Long before I read the book, I watched Gregory Peck play Atticus 
Finch in the movie adaptation.  As a child, I didn’t understand the social justice element of the 
story.  Honestly, the part that resonated with me was more about Boo Radley.  He left 
trinkets in the tree for the Finch children and he saved Scout and Jem on that fateful night in 
the woods, with Scout still in her ham costume.  It wasn’t until later when I read the book that 
I caught the full meaning of the novel.  One theme that is particularly relevant to my teaching 
and my students is the importance of moral education.  This theme is explored most 
powerfully through the relationship between Atticus and his children as he devotes himself to 
instilling a social conscience in Jem and Scout.  As a teacher of young children, I take this 
responsibility very seriously.  Hence, not only are your children taught academics, they are 
also engaged in social and emotional education…we are teaching the whole child.      

Language Arts 
    We’re lucky to have access to 
technology here at CRA and the students 
are super engaged when they get to use it.  
This week students will read an interactive 
passage online about Western Expansion, 
and then create a Prezi about what they’ve 
learned.  A Prezi is a presentation of text 
and visuals that you zoom in and out of.  
It’s like a PowerPoint,  
except you do not make  
slides.  Instead,  
you make one big  
Prezi and zoom in  
to different views.  
  
      

Math 
   Our multiplying fractions chapter will finish up 
this week with our final chapter assessment on 
Wednesday, February 24.  Students will get a 
chance to show what they know! 
    On Thursday, we’ll begin our new unit, dividing 
with fractions.  Students will be learning about 
dividing whole numbers by unit fractions and 
dividing unit fractions by whole numbers.  We’ll 
also learn how a fraction represents division.  
Here’s an illustration of how your child will be 
taught to use a model to divide by a fraction. 
 
3 ÷ ¼ = 12    
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

fig – form, figure 
form – shape 

morph – shape 
morphed 
morpheme 
conform 
format 
deform 
formula 
uniform 
reform 
disfigure 
figurine 
Challenge Words: 
metamorphosis 
figurative 
amorphous 
transformation 
configuration 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 

deposition            erosion         uplift        arch 
                                          weathering       fault        butte   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Feb. 22             Gina Bachauer Assembly 
Feb. 24 Grandparents Lunch 
Feb. 25 Grandparents Lunch 
Feb. 25             Maturation Program/2:00 
   No Band & Orchestra 
Mar. 1  Field Trip/Symphony 
 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
     Students have learned about weathering….what 
breaks it – where rocks are worn away or broken down 
into smaller pieces by wind, water, plants,  
etc.   Erosion takes it.  Erosion happens 
when these broken rocks and sediments 
are picked up & moved to another place 
by ice, water, or wind. 
 
 
 
 
      
 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  

Social Studies will find us panning for gold, as 
it were.  The California Gold Rush took place 
between 1848 and 1855.  During this time 
gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill.  Over 
300,000 people rushed to California to find 
gold and “strike it rich”.        


