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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     Today is Leap Day!  February 29, which only rolls around every 4 years.  Just 
think, next time this happens, your child will be in 9th grade!  I don’t know if you 
want to dwell on that or not! 
   The extra day was added to February because Roman emperors named months after 
themselves (July and August, for example) and then kept on poaching extra days to make 
their months longer, in a kind of “mine is longer than yours” competition.  February was left 
short at 28 days, and was the obvious choice to even out the calendar.  Leap Year is always 
the year that the Summer Olympics are held, and it also marks the US Presidential elections. 
    Students will start the day tomorrow with a fun Leap-Year Math Quiz, with questions like: 
Sara was born in 1988.  What was the first leap year during her lifetime? 
    Tuesday, March 1 will be a big day for 5th grade!  Each year the Utah Symphony designs a 
kid-friendly symphony for 5th graders.  Students will have the opportunity to dress up in 
Sunday best (skirts, dresses, dress slacks for girls,  
slacks and button-down shirt for boys), and attend a  
symphony at Abravanel Hall.  The bus will leave the  
school at 9:00, with the symphony beginning at 10.   
We will return to the school around noon.  Students  
are welcome to wear their nice clothes for the remainder  
of the day, or they can bring their uniform to change in to.   

Language Arts 
    After thoroughly analyzing our SAGE 
Interim ELA (English Language Arts) 
results, I found that students were 
soaring in their Informational Text reading 
skills.  In fact, our class was 58% proficient 
in reading information text, just halfway 
through the year – compared with 42% at 
the end of their 4th grade year.  In fact, 
33% of the class scored a 4 or highly 
proficient, on the interim SAGE 
assessment.  For this, I am ecstatic.  
However, our Reading Literature standard 
was not as stellar as reading informational 
text.  Hence, you’ll be seeing a lot more 
“Esperanza Rising” coming up!   
  

Math 
    This week we’ll begin our new unit, dividing with 
fractions.  Students will be learning about 
dividing whole numbers by unit fractions and 
dividing unit fractions by whole numbers.  We’ll 
also learn how a fraction represents division.  
Here’s an illustration of how your child will be 
taught to use a model to divide by a fraction. 
 
3 ÷ ¼ = 12    
 

A Leap…… 

Think:  How many 
1/4s are in 3 
wholes? 



 

 
 

This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

lin – line 
lateral – side 

gon – angle, bend, corner 
polygon 
diagonal 
decagon 
linear 
align 
line 
linen 
octagon 
unilateral 
bilateral 
Challenge Words: 
trigonometry 
quadrilateral 
lineage 
diagonally 
equilateral 
 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 

deposition            erosion         uplift        arch 
                                          weathering       fault        butte   
 

Upcoming Events 
Mar. 1   Field Trip/Symphony/9 AM 
Mar. 5   Ethan Birthday 
Mar. 3   Perspectives  
   Gallery Stroll/6:30 – 8:00 
Mar. 23  “Much Ado about Nothing” 
   2 PM/7 PM 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 1 Spring Break 
 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
     Students have learned about weathering….what 
breaks it – and they’ve learned about erosion, what takes 
it.  This week students will learn about 
How long various changes take place 
On the Earth’s surface, some very fast 
(earthquakes), some very slow, (uplift 
and weathering of mountains).  
 
 
 
 
      
 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have 
an opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  

Social Studies will find us panning for gold, as 
it were.  The California Gold Rush took place 
between 1848 and 1855.  During this time 
gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill.  Over 
300,000 people rushed to California to find 
gold and “strike it rich”.        


