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From the teacher’s desk…. 
     We have a big event coming our way with our family this week.  On Wednesday, 
March 16, grandchild number 9 (nine is fine!) will join our family….sharing a  
birthday with my husband.  My darling daughter has asked that I stay with her 
over night on Wednesday night, so I won’t be at school on Thursday…I’ll be 
wearing my Nonna hat!  Additionally, next week I’ll be out the entire week – helping her at home 
and caring for her other three children.  I feel fortunate to have this opportunity to support 
my daughter and at the same time, I’ll miss my children in Pier 20!      
    We are six weeks away from the beginning of our SAGE testing window.  Much has been said 
and discussed regarding standardized testing with both supporters and critics having some 
valid points.  Whether you are in favor of such testing or not, this is the protocol for which our 
state has chosen to measure students’ academic growth.  It is my opinion that we as a state 
as well as a nation need some sort of standard to which all students are held accountable and 
upon which their learning is measured.  Is it a perfect assessment?  I don’t believe it is, as 
there are many students who have incredible abilities, which will never be measured on a 
standardized test.   However, it is a good test and I wish for ALL my students to do as well as 
possible to showcase their academic progress.  To this end, I have created several practice 
tests that students can take, both at school and at home.  The link to the site (SAGE) is on 
the homepage of our class website and students know their log-in and password.  Thanks for 
your support!!   

Language Arts 
    Last week I read 
Dr. Seus’s “Horton 
Hatches the Egg” to 
the students in  
preparation for  
A persuasive essay 
that students have been asked to write. 
Should Mayzie keep the elephant bird or 
should Horton?  Students will write their 
arguments on Utah Compose, where they 
can write at home as well.  They get to 
choose which side they’d like.  The highest 
scoring essays will be the prosecuting and 
defending attorneys, and the judge.  The 
rest of the class will be the jury!   
 

Math 
    Graphing ordered pairs and analyzing and 
creating line graphs will continue to be our area 
of focus this week.  As 5th graders, students 
are expected to graph in the first quadrant of a 
coordinate grid in which all numbers are positive. 
    Students will also  
analyze line graphs, 
which show change  
over time.  Additionally 
students will be asked 
to create line graphs 
using data from a  
chart.  
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This Week’s Spelling Words 
Greek & Latin Roots: 

curr/cur – to run, running 
cor/cour – heart, run 

corral 
current 
cursive 
cursor 
occur 
courage 
concourse 
corridor 
course 
excursion 
 
Challenge Words: 
curriculum 
undercurrent 
precursor 
courier 
occurrence 

Important Contact Information 
 
Email:  mjenkins@canyonrimacademy.org 
 
Website:  http://jenkins5th.wordpress.com 
 
Cell:  203.640.3375 
 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words 
Word of the Week: passage     
 

deposition            erosion         uplift        arch 
                                          weathering       fault        butte   
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Mar. 13 Happy Birthday, Violet! 
Mar. 15 Happy Birthday, Kate & Jack! 
Mar. 16  Happy Birthday, Damian!! 
Mar. 23 “Much Ado about Nothing” 
  2 PM/7 PM 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 1 Spring Break 
 
 
 

Science and Social Studies 
     Last week students learned how the shifting of 
tectonic plates create many of our beautiful landscapes 
as they pushed graham crackers  
together on a bed of chocolate frosting. 
This week students will learn just how 
relatively new our earth and landscapes  
really are as they are contrasted to all 
of the events in the history of our earth. 
 
 
 
 
      
 
  

Remember….easy ways to enhance the budget at Canyon Rim Academy! 
Smith’s:  Please go online and register as a Smith’s customer.  On your account page you will have an 
opportunity to choose CRA as your community rewards school. 
Amazon:  Shopping through Amazon?  Sign in to Amazon through smile.amazon and choose CRA as 
your selected charity. 
Boxtops:  We will continue to collect box tops.  The winner at the end of the year will earn a fabulous 
reward!  

Social Studies will find us panning for gold, as 
it were.  The California Gold Rush took place 
between 1848 and 1855.  During this time 
gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill.  Over 
300,000 people rushed to California to find 
gold and “strike it rich”.        


